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G.A.T.E.Ways to Learning is published at the end of each trimester and includes articles that share what’s happening at each of 

our school sites.

 

INFO FROM THE DISTRICT 
 

Thank you to all students, parents, and staff 

who participated in our annual G.A.T.E. survey.  

The district wide results will be shared at the 

G.A.T.E. Advisory Committee meeting in August 

2019.  Our schools will share their specific site’s 

results with their Site Council in fall, 2019.  We 

appreciate your feedback to help us plan for 

next year. 

 

G.A.T.E. TESTING 
 

We had an amazing group of students who 

tested to be part of our G.A.T.E. program.  

Please note that if your student tested in 

December or January for our G.A.T.E. program 

that the results of these tests will be mailed 

home to you after the end of the school year.  

 

G.A.T.E. Advisory Committee 
 

The District G.A.T.E. Advisory Committee, 

whose members are parents and staff from each 

school, meets three times a year. Our last 

meeting was held on: 

  Thursday, April 25th, 2019 

 

Times and dates for our G.A.T.E. 

Advisory/Coordinator meetings for the 2019-

2020 school year will be announced at a later 

time. 

 

 

Check with your school site on how you can be     

part of this committee for the 2019-2020 

School year! 

 

 

Spring Family G.A.T.E Spelling Bee 
 

Our 9th annual G.A.T.E. Spelling Bee was held on 

April 9th and it was a huge success!! We had an 

amazing turnout from parents, students and 

staff.  There were 60 student participants 

divided into 8 different teams. The teams were 

randomly selected and represented a variety of 

grade levels and schools. Each team competed for 

the top prize of a Spelling “Bee” trophy and every 

participant received a ribbon.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

OUR WINNERS!!  

Gabriella Haddad - HER 

Owen Oliver - STK 

Johanna Kuo – D.C. 

Tanya Saleem - STK 

Kevin Nguyen - CAR 

Mathew Fakhoury - STK 

Scarlet Vandegrift - HER 

Brandon Connell - CAR 

Brianna Vasquez - ALJH 

Bryan Oglesby – ALJH 

Nina Wood – CAR 

Skyley Rojanavanij – HER 

Alexa Bordes-Zayas – VGS 
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G.A.T.E.Ways 

Newsletter On-Line! 

 
This G.A.T.E.Ways to Learning newsletter 

is only available online!  To access the newsletter 

and current information on our district G.A.T.E. 

program, visit our district website at  

www.alsd.k12.ca.us.  The newsletter can be found 

by clicking on Departments/Services, Educational 

Services then gifted and talented education.  

 

The next G.A.T.E. newsletter will be available in 

the Fall of 2019 

                

We are excited to help our students 

realize their potential socially, developmentally, 

and academically!  The variety of activities and 

opportunities provided are intended to engage 

and stimulate curiosity as well as encourage 

deep learning.   Our goal is to ensure pathways 

that lead to college and career preparedness 

and excellence.  In the classroom, that means 

high academic standards and high expectations. 

G.A.T.E. students should demonstrate academic 

excellence and critical thinking in daily 

assignments, projects, and especially in writing. 

Students should demonstrate thoughtful 

analysis and expression. For most of our 

G.A.T.E. students, math instruction should be 

accelerated, especially at the junior high school 

level.  

                Students participating in the 

G.A.T.E. program should maintain excellent 

grades in core subjects: language arts, 

mathematics, social studies, and science.  

Teachers and/or the Dean of Students at each 

junior high will monitor G.A.T.E. student 

progress to determine whether or not the 

student should continue on an accelerated pace. 

Decisions will be made on a case by case basis 

as to whether or not to remove the student 

from certain courses at the junior high. 

 

                We look forward to a positive and 

productive relationship with both you and your 

child. 

 

Lori Thompson 

Associate Superintendent 

Educational Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
This is my last year at Alta 

Loma Elementary and it was an even 

better year because of G.A.T.E.. I 

looked forward to our meetings 

because I knew something exciting was planned 

for us. Our G.A.T.E. coordinators really put a 

lot of thought and work into this year. We had 

an awesome time learning science, technology, 

engineering, arts and math.  It was a little bit 

of everything and that made it exciting and 

interesting. We learned how to code and used 

stop motion animation, which was my favorite.  

We even made crystalized hearts too!  I am sad 

All our schools differentiate instruction for G.A.T.E. students 

within their regular classrooms.  In addition, some special 

enrichment activities are provided.  The following articles 

from each of the schools describe these classrooms and 

special activities. 
 

http://www.alsd.k12.ca.us/


 

3 

 

that this is my last year here and with G.A.T.E.. 

I’m going to miss it. I thank my G.A.T.E. 

teachers for making this experience better for 

all of us.  
 

                   By: Ethan Zaragoza 
 

The G.A.T.E Program at ALE has been an 

enriching program for me because of the 

activities that we did.  These activities made us 

think outside the box.  They challenged us in 

ways that our regular classes didn’t.  The field 

trips took us places that we could experience 

and learn new things.  The G.A.T.E. program was 

nice to be in because we were all somewhat at 

the same 

educational level.  I felt like we all got along 

really well and helped each other out when 

trying to figure experiments out.  I really 

enjoyed being part of this program and it was a 

great experience.  The teachers this year were 

very enthusiastic about the program and what 

they could teach us. 
 

By: Jacob Ynajasa 
 

I had so much fun during G.A.T.E. 

this year! We learned so much, from 

science to math to everything in 

between! We did awesome activities, 

from building a catapult, to making our 

own stop animation short videos. We also  

 

went on an amazing field trip to 

Tinkerspace, where we could build anything our 

imaginations could think of! G.A.T.E. was 

fantastic this year, and I can’t wait for more 

people to experience it!  

       

       By: Allison Manzo 
 
 
      

BANYAN BULLDOGS 

 

 
 

 

Our trip to the Chino Wetlands was an 

amazing G.A.T.E. activity 

and one I will surely 

remember. During the tour 

of the park and its wetland 

habitat, we saw many 

different animals,  plants, 

and the structures they use 

at the park. 

In the beginning, we split into two teams 

and played a “what’s in the box” challenge. 

During this, we learned about the types of roles 

the wetlands habitat plays. We then were taken 

to a huge structure made out of recycled metal, 

on top of it was a mammoth tusk 

(replica) that was found on 

the site. We visited all 

around the park and saw 

many animals such as 

cranes, geese, rabbits, and 

frogs. We also visited a room with 

microscopes where we were able to look at 

different types of bacteria and the wetlands 

food web. After playing another game and 

learning more about water conservation we ate 
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lunch. In conclusion, this brief summary of our 

trip to the Chino Wetlands barely covers the 

fun I had during the trip. I learned many new 

facts about wetland environment and water 

conservation. I would enjoy going back again! 

 

         By: Isabella Arellano 
 
On Thursday, April 4, 2019, the other 

G.A.T.E. students and I went on a field trip to 

Chino Creek Wetlands. During the G.A.T.E. field 

trip, we learned a few facts about the 

environment and the creatures that live within 

it. In a room full of microscopes and a few 

taxidermy animals, we learned about food webs 

and got to do a food chain activity. We then 

played a metaphor game, where we would guess 

what an object is and what part of the 

environment it’s supposed to 

represent. We then carried 

on to the nature walk. On the 

walk, we learned about the 

blue-billed Ruddy ducks and 

watched them hunt and bathe in the waters. We 

also saw a Canada goose, who was standing on 

top of a roofed bridge and making goose noises. 

We learned about the protein-filled duckweed 

and the different types of Sage and their many 

uses (no, not me, the plant sage!!). We passed by 

a shallow, marshy area where the water was 

still, and learned that they hung birdhouses in 

the trees there so the birds could control 

mosquito populations. 

At the end, we played a game about how 

people got water long ago. We would put blue 

bean bags (the water) into buckets and passed 

them around. Then dump them into another 

bucket, repeat cycle. There were two teams, 

and whichever team got all their bean bags in 

first wins. Then after that, we had lunch. After 

lunch we took the bus and left the park. 

 

      By: Sage Smith 
My trip to Chino Creek Wetlands was 

amazing! My 4th grade friends and I learned a 

lot about recycling. Who knew you could recycle 

water? We saw many different kinds of animals 

like geese, adorable baby ducks, turtles, and 

many more. When we were walking across the 

pond, there was a goose on the roof! Learning 

about littering is surprisingly fun! The people 

talking to us helped us understand why it is 

important to stop the littering and control the 

pollution. The games we played 

were also very fun! One of them 

was kind of like Hot Potato, 

except we were divided into 

teams. We had to put a bean bag 

in a bucket and pass the bucket to our team 

members. Then, the last member would dump 

the bean bag into another bucket, and the team 

who transfers all of their bean bags into the 

second bucket wins. The other game was kind of 

like What’s In the Box?, except we had to give 

the guesser metaphors about the wetland 

instead of just any clue. Many people liked the 

lunch break, but I actually liked the educational 

part of the field trip. I feel like if I didn’t go 

on that field trip, I wouldn’t know much about 

helping our environment. If I could, I would 

probably visit that place again someday. 

 
  By: Joylyn Opare-Ameyaw 
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I have personally been in G.A.T.E. for 3 

years. Each year has increased my skills in 

STEAM, or STEM. It has been a great 

experience and I thoroughly enjoy it. The 

events are very 

educational and can help 

increase my family bond. 

Whether it’s a chess 

tournament or some ride 

to a fair, it is always 

enjoyable. Ms. Feyk is an 

amazing G.A.T.E. 

coordinator that makes us all feel special since 

she plans these amazing trips for us. She even 

got us into the Jeopardy show!  

 

 G.A.T.E. is an experience like no other, it 

enhances your skills in mathematics, science, 

art, and technology. With yearly STEM 

projects, you get to show your creativity! The 

STEM fair is a great way to interact with kids 

from all grades. This year 4 G.A.T.E. students 

showed up to the annual G.A.T.E. Spelling Bee, 

including myself. 3 out of 4 of us won! We had 

the encouragement of Ms. Feyk, Mr.Suttner, 

and Mrs. Peralta. It is truly a remarkable thing 

and I highly recommend it.       

 

 

I had a great time during the Egg Drop. 

There were some projects made of cardboard 

like mine, or some that used filling; especially 

popcorn. There was one made of sponge and 

other people used tupperware. It was exciting 

because I felt like my project could break any 

of the times it was dropped even though it was 

secure. Mine survived all five drops that we did. 

It was very rainy outside and Mr. Suttner, the 

Principal, who was dropping the eggs and had to 

get a very tall ladder inside the cafeteria. We 

had five 6th grade survivors, 

one 5th grade, and one 4th 

grade. This year’s project was 

my most creative so far. I was 

disappointed less people joined 

in than last year. I had a lot of 

fun with some friends that 

participated. The rest of my 

friends cheered me on while I checked and un-

wrapped my egg to see if it was fractured. I am 

glad that we get to do the egg drop because of 

the good times I have. 

 

         By: Zander Carrera 
  

What many kids think about G.A.T.E is 

that it is just for taking field trips and doing 

activities. It is not just that though, it helps us 

students learn beyond what people expect and 

we make new people. I believe that any child is 

capable of becoming a G.A.T.E student no 

matter what. To encourage kids to become 

G.A.T.E students, people can tell them about 

our fun field trips, including some of my 

favorites, like Jeopardy! 

And the L.A. county fair. 

People could tell them 

about our activities 

including our egg drop and 

pumpkin roll. But 

sometimes in different districts and schools 

have different field trips and activities, of 

course. Our upcoming field trip to the Quakes 

stadium is another field trip we are going to 

very soon. Occasionally we have meetings to 
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discuss topics like: our STEM projects (soon to 

be for the whole school not just G.A.T.E 

students). This year we had a first aid class,  

which taught us ways to help someone whom was 

hurt and possibly save people’s lives (we got a 

license that would last 1 to 2 years). But that 

does depends on school and teacher.  

 

 I’ve only been a G.A.T.E student 

for about a year (first year being this year). It 

has been a fun year. And I hope future G.A.T.E 

kids have as much fun as I’ve had. I thank 

anybody whom supported me and helped me 

along the way meaning mentors, fellow students, 

and family members. If you believe in yourself 

you can make it.  

 
      By: Allisson Fuentes-Sanchez 
        

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year in G.A.T.E. has been 

phenomenal! One thing was the instructors, 

always making fun activities and 

helping students out when 

needed. Another thing was the 

theme, which was “Around the 

World” this year; having you 

learn new information about other 

countries in the world. Also, the students 

participating in G.A.T.E. are always so 

supportive and helpful, whether they are in your 

grade or not. Last, but certainly not least, were 

the field trips, such as the Discovery Cube and 

the STEAM Fair. These are just some of the 

reasons why this year’s G.A.T.E. has been 

fantastic. 

 

            By: Madison Gunty 
 

This year in G.A.T.E. has been fantastic! 

One thing that we got to do this year was go to 

Fairplex. We got to learn about 

a lot of things while we 

were there for our 

adventure. Some things we 

learned about were cars, 

animals, farming, and etc. 

We would walk around the Fairplex for about 

two hours and then we would eat our lunches 

that we have brought. After that we would walk 

around for another hour until we need to get 

back on the buses to return to the school. I 

could name many reasons why G.A.T.E. is fun but 

I would have to use up this whole page. 
 

            By: Maximus Reyes 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
It was an awesome 

experience to go to Knott’s Berry 

Farm.  These are just some of the 

things I did. The 4th graders only 

got to go on a special tour.  We 

went on the log ride and then learned about 
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some history. After we went on the tour I went 

in a group with my best friends and my mom as 

the chaperone. We had lunch first and then 

went on some rides.  Then we got dessert and 

went on some more rides.  Then we got dinner 

and went on one more sit down ride. In 

conclusion, we had a lot of fun and I will look 

forward to go again there soon. 

 

            By: Kaitlyn Cox 
 

Our tour guide brought us to 

Independence Hall except it was inside Knott’s 

Berry Farm. This Independence Hall is a replica 

because Walter Knott thought everyone should 

believe in their American heritage and he 

wanted to bring a memory from Philadelphia and 

bring it to California. When we stepped into the 

replica we saw a massive bell 

standing before us. This bell is 

the liberty bell. The real bell 

was once hanging in the tower 

of Independence Hall and was 

chimed all day for someone who had died and 

once more for George Washington’s birthday 

when the liberty bell cracked. Once we were 

done talking about the liberty bell and its 

history we formed a line and ran our hand over 

the honesty button. This button has had many 

hands ran over it. It reminds anyone who goes 

into a room for a trial to be truthful in what 

you’re saying. Then we went into a room where 

the Declaration of Independence was signed 

where we saw Benjamin Franklin sleeping in a 

chair. When he was awoken he talked about 

many things he has invented like the kite to 

extract electricity.  When Benjamin Franklin 

was finished he went out of the room we were 

in so we could listen to an audio recording. This 

recording had different voices such as 

Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, Thomas 

Jefferson, and John Adams who turned around 

what freedom meant because believed in it 

deeply. At the end someone made a speech 

about The Declaration of Independence. 

 

          By: Scarlet Vandegrift 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

Wow, what a year for G.A.T.E.! We 

learned so much, did so many activities, and 

went on several field trips. We had fun, made 

new friends, learned about so many different 

things that we never knew about before. We 

stretched our minds and our imaginations. 

Looking back, G.A.T.E. this year at Jasper was 

jam-packed. 

 

We did quite a few activities this year and 

learned so many new things. We learned about 

ancient civilizations with the Ancient Egypt 

breakout activity and scavenger hunt. We got 

to do research, investiG.A.T.E. Egyptian culture, 

and then figure out the code to “break free”.  

 

“I liked the Egyptian breakout 

activity with all the questions 

because it had riddle type questions 

that put your mind to the test. I 

love puzzle games like that.” ~~ 

Caroline Q 
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This tour through the Ancient Egyptian life 

ended with a field trip where we got to see and 

experience many different treasures and 

important artifacts of this wonderful 

civilization. 

 

In preparation for our field trip to iFly, we 

learned about parachutes, paper airplanes, 

aerodynamics and basic properties of how 

objects can fly. We could have spent the entire 

year learning all the different things associated 

with this concept alone. 

 

“I think my favorite activity was when 

we got to make paper airplanes, and 

test how they fly, because it was fun 

making different designs and testing 

how well they would fly.” ~~ Finlee V 

 

We took a break from field trips and 

associated activities to concentrate on the 

STEM fair and wow, did we have fun with those 

projects! We enjoyed working with our friends 

to imagine what we could do, research the many 

parts that go into making these projects work, 

putting them together, and then presenting 

them at our school’s fair. We also presented 

them at the district level. 

 

“My STEM project was the slime egg 

drop. I remember watching my egg drop 

and barely even cracking.” ~~ Ella P 

 

It was so rewarding working with our friends 

with the STEM projects, and we learned so 

much while doing this activity. 

 

“My favorite G.A.T.E. activity this year 

was making our STEM projects because 

we got to have lots of fun with 

our friends and let our 

imagination fly free into 

whatever we could build.” ~~ Lucas C 

 

We ended the year on a “roll” by going bowling. 

This was a great day where we got to show off 

our bowling skills and we enjoyed being 

challenged in the arcade on many different 

games. Almost everyone ended up winning their 

games and prizes. G.A.T.E. at Jasper this year 

was action-packet and fun for all! 

 

 

 
 

In G.A.T.E we did many things this 

trimester including a crime scene, a G.A.T.E 

Harry Potter mystery dinner, and a Warner 

Brothers field trip.  The crime scene made us 

analyze information then put the information 

together to create a theory of who was the 

murderer of Felix. The task 

was an interesting 

experience and made us 

think outside the 

box.  In the end my 

group came up with 

Alfredo Fettuccine.  At 

the G.A.T.E. Harry Potter 

Mystery dinner two of us 

were sorted into Slytherin 

and another one was sorted in 

Hufflepuff. After we were 

sorted into our houses we were given pizza, 

breadsticks and salad. After we finished eating 
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our houses went to do different escape rooms. 

It was a race between houses. Also we have an 

upcoming field trip to the Warner Bros studio 

and the three of us are very excited for that.  

 

By: Berlyn Niemand, Brooke 
Bruce and Isabella McDowell 

 
Crime Scene 

Week 1 : 

When we first walked into the room we picked 

out our investigation journal. Little did we know 

that the color of journal really did matter 

because later we were told to find the people 

with the same color note book 

and that was our team. Once 

we had our teams we took a 

careful look at the crime 

scene. What we saw was the 

scene of a murder. The victim was a rich guy 

named Felix and the suspects were, Alfredo, 

Vera, Gene, and Kendra. My team actually found 

a guitar pick and a letter engraved in a piece of 

cardboard that was supposedly from Vera. 

Other teams had also found some different 

clues. After that we left and had to wait till 

the next time we meet at the lab.         

 

Week 2:  

When we got in there we met with are group 

who had the same color investigation journal. 

From there, we were able to start looking and 

reading the description of the possible people 

who committed the crime. When we went 

through we had to do experiments in the lab to 

see who had committed the crime. The 

possibilities were Alfredo, Kendra, Gene, Vera. 

When we got started we were using different 

testing papers, to test the liquids in the cup. 

We came to the conclusion from the first test 

that it was either Alfredo, or Gene. 

From there we put another testing 

paper into some different clear 

liquids. We then came to the 

conclusion that we thought that it 

was Alfredo. When we came back 

together we said that there 

could have been many different answers.  

 
By: Chloe Brubaker 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  

We first got off of the bus and got in 

our groups of 4 or 5. My group met up with 

another group so they gave us one of their kids. 

There were many sections to go to in the 

museum. We finally decided to go to the 

dinosaur section.  

This section was my favorite section 

because the bones were so fascinating and I 

just could picture how the dinosaurs used to 

look before. After that we went to the  

mammals section and saw a lot of extinct and 

still living mammals. Then 

we went to this bug 

section and there were a 

lot of these insects from 

around the world. 

After that we 

went to go and eat lunch. We had lunch at 12:30 

to like 1:30. Then we took pictures of us and 

the museum. Then we got on a bus and headed 

back to school. 
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   By: Jason Olvera 
 

When I went to the Natural History Museum 

for G.A.T.E., I had a very fun and interactive 

experience. We were all handed papers that 

could help us start 

exploring and to keep 

track of ideas/opinions. 

We had the right 

amount of time to see 

just about everything. 

The exhibits were nice and there were workers 

who would explain everything we couldn’t 

understand. 

 

  By: Misali Chigoji 
 

 
 

As eighth grade students in G.A.T.E. at 

Alta Loma Jr. High, we had the chance to 

experience many amazing opportunities that 

turned into memories that last a 

lifetime. Some of these 

opportunities included a trip to 

Washington D.C. and New York, 

various field trips to colleges 

and universities, school and 

district spelling bees, and even 

class debates in our accelerated language arts 

classes.  

One of our favorite trips was to 

Washington D.C. While in D.C., we presented 

flowers at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 

and got to see many national monuments, 

including the Lincoln Memorial and the 

Washington monument. At the Tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier, four G.A.T.E 

students had the honor of 

bringing up a wreath with 

our school’s name on it. It 

was a high honor to be a 

part of such a special 

national tradition. We also 

visited many of the memorials and cemeteries 

that are in D.C., in addition to the beautiful 

Arlington Cemetery. In New York, we went to 

see a real broadway play, Wicked. The whole 

trip was an amazing way to actually experience 

things we had only learned about before. 

 In our G.A.T.E. Language Arts class, we 

got the chance to express how we feel about 

certain topics in class discussions. We used 

taught sentence structures to express clearly 

our opinions and the reason behind them. In 

addition, we read books that challenge our 

minds to find deeper explanations behind the 

authors’ words. We also expressed our artistic 

abilities by creating one-pagers. These are 

color-filled collages of summaries and vocab 

words, along with pictures and titles, that 

explain a book that we have read, such as “The 

Monkey’s Paw”. 

 Another example of a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience was the G.A.T.E. STEM Fair. We did 

a project on the browning of apples (oxidation)  

in different containers. We used a 

plastic zip-lock bag, a plastic 

container with a lid, and a glass 

container. As a result of our entry, 

we got the chance to go to 

Disneyland for a Day of Physics! Upon 

arriving, we split into groups and had a lesson 

with a fun and knowledgeable employee who 

took us all over the park to see science in action 
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and to learn about the “Imagineers” that work 

to create these special Disney experiences. 

This was a great way to grow and progress our 

thinking outside of the classroom, especially in 

a way where we could have fun with our peers 

and friends.   

 Ultimately, these G.A.T.E. activities have 

played an important role in the growth of our 

knowledge. This is because we participate and 

persevere in the fun events. Overall, we could 

not imagine our educational lives without the 

incredible G.A.T.E program that is offered here 

at Alta Loma Jr. High. ;)  

 

By: Alyssa Butler and Natalie Sclafani 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently our G.A.T.E. went on a trip to 

Disneyland while we were there we got to learn 

the magic behind the rides. 

We learned about the black 

lighting, noise, sound and 

how some of the most 

famous rides work. After 

that, we got to roam about 

the park going on other 

rides. For some students, it 

was their first time and they really enjoyed it. 

We also got to stay and see fireworks. It was a 

pleasure to hang out with our fellow students 

and to see their minds grow and have fun.  

The Disneyland field trip was amazing 

because we learned about how some of the 

rides worked with our friends and an employee. 

While we were learning we got to go on rides to 

point out things that we learned. After we got 

to ride any rides of our choice. Only students 

who participated in the S.T.E.M fair went on 

this trip, so I really hope I get to see more 

children’s mind flourish and I hope to see them 

in the next S.T.E.M. Fair.  

 

    By: Brayden U. and Nicolette M. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Reminders 

 

           Lasy day of school for K-7  

                     May 22, 2019 

 

         Lasy day of school for 8th grade 

         May 23, 2019 – Modified Day 

 

First day of school 2018-2019 

August 5, 2019 

 

 

 

 
 


